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Addreſs to the People. 


To minds ſuperior to vulgar prejudices, ſuſ- 
ceptible of the energy of truth, and conſcious of the 
bleſſings of freedom, nothing can create emotions 
ſo painful in their operation as the conduct which 
has recently characterized the cabinets of Europe. 


The events which have united the European 
monarchs, and which are conſidered by them as a 
proper baſis for what has hitherto been deemed 
unnatural alliances, ſhould be eſteemed by the ſub- 
jects of thoſe reſpective potentates, as occurrences 
worthy of being contemplated with the profoundeſt 
attention, —an inveſtigation into the motives which 
conſtitute thoſe alliances, will terminate in a per- 
ſuaſion that public happineſs, which ſhould be the 


object of all governments, occupies not one ſolitary 
article in their ſtipulations. 


To every mind exerciſed by reflection, diſcip- 
lined by experience, and dignified by patriotiſm, it 
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will appear that public ignorance (“ the patrimony 
of tyrants”) is the ſource of all public calamities, 
and conſequently, that in proportion to the preva- 
lence of this great obſtacle to human happineſs, 
nations will be always miſerable; if this maxim, 
which the experience and hiſtory of all ages has 
verified, be admitted, it will then be conſidered as 
a duty incumbent upon all who are ſenſible of its 
conſequences, to give a teſtimony of their philan- 
thropy, by the immediate adoption of thoſe means 
which they may conceive beſt calculated to coun- 
teract its direful effects. 


Impelled by the preſſure of impending evils, 
we conſider it our duty to excite the public at- 
tention, by exhorting the people of this country 
(particulary that claſs of them which an impious 
and blaſphemous apoſtate, degrades with the appel- 
lation of the SWINISH MULTITU DE,“) 
in order to avert the evils which menace us, to 
aſſociate for the purpoſe of inſtructing each other 
in the Science of Politics; the knowledge of which 
is as eſſential to promote our comfort in the pre- 
ſent ſtate of exiſtence, as religion and virtue is to 
conititute our felicity and happineſs in a future 
one. 


The God of Nature has given to man, not 
© merely hands to labour, but a head to think: he 
© has given him the capability of obtaining know- 
© ledge, of mental improvement, and of ſocial inter- 
© courſe, One great uſe of ſociety is to bring 
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© theſe capabilities into action, that not only each 
© individual, but each community of individuals, and 
© finally, the human race, by means of mutual com- 
© munication, may proceed in the glorious career 
© of mutual and progreſſive improvement. But it is 
© a lamentable fact, that the majority of the people 
© are deprived of the means of acquiring know- 
© ledge. And for the moſt part they are #/1dioufly 
© kept in a ſtate of brutal ignorance, and mental 
* depreſſion, that they may be kd to regard their 
© rulers as beings of a ſuperior claſs.” 


© Stateſmen and prieſts well know that know- 
© ledge is the mortal enemy of ſtatecraft and 
© prieſtcraft z and therefore in all kingdoms, and 
in all ages, they have uniformiy ſet their 
© faces againſt diſcuſſion and enquiry ;' there- 
fore we exhort every friend to his country to 
mark that this is the cloven foot of deſpotiſm, 
by which it may always be known, whatever ſhape 
it may aſſume. * Leave the care of your fouls to 
* me,” ſays the prieſt; of your liberties and pro- 
perties to me, ſays the ſtateſman. Pay your 
© tithes and your taxes, and put your trult in us. 
© But carefully avoid all writings, and meetings, 
© and converſations about articles of belief, or the 
© Rights of Man: theſe are heretical and ſedicious. 
© The means of knowledge are the wicked contri- 
© yances of atheiſts and republicang—wrerches who 
* deſpiſe the holy doctrine of infallibility in church 
and ſtate,” 


43 Thus 


— . Ian 1 gr 


Re BEL en tes ei a ns rt 


C411 
Thus is humanity inſulted and degraded by the 


enemies of reformation and the advocates of the 


beaſt of power; thoſe automatons of corruption 


are actuated by the dæmons of cruelty and re- 
verge, and their conduct characterized by perſecu- 
tion and violence. Their hearts are contaminated 
by every thing which conſtitutes vice; © their 
© throats are open ſcpulchres; the venom of aſps 
© 1s unter their tongues;* and their mouths vomit- 
ting forth curſes all the day long againſt the friends 
of the human race, and particularly thoſe whom 
they diſtinguiſh by the appellation of the d n'd 
preſbyterians ; juſt as if theſe impious worſhippers 
of the dragon of power could circumſcribe Divi- 
nity itſelf, and prevent the virtuous and the good 
fron going to him who is the God of the human 
race! and who receives the heartfelt worſhip and 
adoration of all his creatures with equal juſtice, 
favour, and impartiality, as beings of his all-wiſe 
omnipotent creation!!! 


Public ignorance is the intereſt of courts, and 
© public information the intereſt of the people. The 
© outcry againſt the exiſtence of political ſocieties, is 
© no ſlight argument of their utility. It amounts 
© to a proof that this means of communicating 
© knowledge to the public is likely to be attended 
© with bencficial eſfects ta the belt intereſts of man- 
© kind, or it would not be an obje& of ſo much 
© alarm to the penſioned advocates of ariſtocracy.” 
In order to prejudice the minds of the ignorant 
againit inſtitutions of this kind, they are told by 

men 
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men who are actuated by corruption, that their 
object is to overthrow the Britiſh conſtitution. To 
give the lie to this charge, it will be only neceſſary 
to refer you to the printed reſolutions and declara- 
tions of thoſe Societies, the objects of which are to 
obtain © ſuch a reform in the parliamentary repre- 
© ſentation of Great Britain, as will enſue to the 
© people that the houſe of commons ſhall uniformly 
© ſpeak their ſentiments. At preſent, that houſe 
© does not conſiſt of the repreſentatives of the 
© people, but of lords and rich land-holders ; of mi- 
© niſters and borough-mongers, who © buy and 


ce ſell ſeats in parliament as openly and notoriouſly, 
ce as ſtalls for cattle at a fair. 


It is urged, with an air of triumph, by the advo- 
cates of corruption, in oppoſition to univerſal ſuf- 
ferage, that thoſe only ſhould have a vote for the 
election of a repreſentative who are men of pro- 
perty. But is there any man without property? 
© 1s not the daily labour of the peaſant or the me- 
© chanic, as much his property, and as precious to 
© him, as the wide- poſſeſſions or funded-wealth of 
© the land-holder, or man of money? is not the 
poor man, whoſe very exiſtence depends on the 
© wiſdom or folly of adminiſtration, at leait as 
* much intereſted in the right management of go- 
* vernment, as he whoſe ſuperfluities alone are en- 
© dangered by its imprudence? The tax which 
© leſſens the luxuries of the ſon of wealth, and thins 
© a little the croud of his lacqueys, ſhall rob the 
poor man of his morſel of bread, and turn his 
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© wife and children naked into the ſtreet, But 
© not only is the ſubſtance of the poor man per- 
© petually expoſed to depredation, but he is every 
© moment liable to pay with his blood, the price of 


© miniſteria} miſmanagement.” The juſtice of this 


obſervation, the preſent alarming period demon- 
ſtrates. We are now, by the intrigues of an ambi- 
tious miniſter, and a rapacious ariſtocracy, plunged 
into ali the horrors of war. Where do they find 
© the victims of their ambition? Among the rich? 


No, certainly. The rich man redeems his ſer- 


© vice with a piece of filver, His blood is too 
© precioas to be: ſpilt in the quarrels which he fo- 
© ments, and from which he alone can derive the 
© leaſt advantage. The demons of havoc and maſ- 
© ſacre muſt reſt ſatisfied with the ranſom of viler 


victims. For the benefit of the rich, the luxu- 


© rious and the idle, the ſweat of the labouring poor 
© muſt always ooze from every pore; but now to 
© oratify the cruel thirſt of ambition, not their ſweat 
© only, but their very blood muſt flow. To in- 
© veigle the poor man into their bands of mer- 


© cenary murderers, every art, every ſpecies of 


© fraud is ſet on foot. To delude him from his 
© fireſide, from the boſom of his wife and children, 
© the gay phantom of glory is made to dance before 
© his ſight. His avarice is rouſed, his weakneſſes 
© are watched, his nakedneſs is eſpied, his moments 
© of relaxation are way-laid ; if in the narrow path 
of his daily duties, he ſhould chance to make a 
© ſingle indiſcreet ſtep to the right or to the left, 
© he falls into the man-traps of an abominable 

„ craft, 
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© craft, and doomed to increaſe the number of thoſe 
© unfortunate men, who receive a daily ſtarvation 
© of bread and water, in order to ſharpen their 
© ſouls to that ferocity of wretchedneſs, to which 
© to butcher a fellow-man, or to fall by his hand, 
© are alike unimportant. 


© But the poor man is liable not only to be 
© cheated of his liberty, and tricked into this fan- 
© gvinary ſervice; but more atrocious ſtill, he 
© js hunted down like a wild beaſt, he is torn 
© from his family, he is dragged by ruffians in the 
© broad face of day, in the ſight of his countrymen 
© and fellow-citizens, he is dragged like a murderer 
© along the ſtreets—like a ſheep doomed for ſlaugh- 
© ter, he is thrown down the dark dungeon of a 
© floating gaol, amidſt a ſuffocating croud of un- 
© happy men like himſelf. If he ſurvives this hor- 
© rible trial, he is ſent aboard one of theſe royal 
© flaughter-houſes of our ſeamen, a man of war. 
© If from the dangers of war, and the perils of the 
© deep alſo, he chances to eſcape, as ſoon as his 
© ſervices can be diſpenſed with, he is ſent aſhore 
to be hanged. He was guilty of theft, you 
© will ſay, he committed robbery. But what could 
© he do? He found himſelf thrown adrift upon 
© the wide world, without money, without friends, 
© without reſources, and, unable to find employ- 
© ment, he was urged by hunger to overleap the 
© iron barriers of property. For his crime (if that 
© to which a dire neceſſity compels, can be called a 
* crime) he made atonement by death, And yet 
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© his honeſt and ingenuous ſoul would have choſen 
© rather to wither with famine, than to be guilty 
© of an action that was coupled with diſgrace ;— 
© but he was driven to diſpair by a calamity which 
© human nature is ill able ro ſupport. After the 
© fatigue of a long and comfortleſs journey, he ar- 
© rived at length at that peaceful cottage, from 
© whence a few months before he had been dragged 
© by the cruel hand of power. He approached his 
© humble habitation; but his ſoul ſhrunk with fad 
© forebodings at the ſight of that cot which was 
© wont to make his heart leap with joy. He ap- 
© xroached his humble habitation——bur no fond 
© wife flew to his embrace. He entered, and his 
© fire-ſide was ſilent.— Where art thou, my love! 
© he exclaimed, with a faltering voice. Alas! ſhe 
© was no more Deprived of his protection, 
© robbed of his ſupport, bereaved of the cheering 
* ſmiles of the huſband of her heart, ſhe had ſunk 
© down to an early grave. In the narrow dwelling 
© of death, her ſorrows are compoſed. But firſt, 
O woeful ſight! ſhe had ſeen her babe expire 
© upon her breaſt; ſhe had ſeen languiſh on her 
© boſom, the fruit of her virgin love, and wither 
© by the ſprings of nouriſhment which nature had 
© provided, but which grief and indigence had dried 


© up.” 


IThis is no tale of artificial ſorrow, no eloquent 
© fiction of ſplendid diſtreſs, no delightful viſion made 
© to dance on the horizon of vanity, but a frequent, 
da lamentable fact, which appeals ſimply to the 

© honeſt 


* 

© honeſt and uncorrupted feelings of the heart. 
© There are no gew-gaws, it is true, to dazzle the 
© underſtanding, no dagger to glitter through the 
© ſhining ſuperficies of courtly pamphlets ; but yet 
© we hope, to every man that will open the eyes of 
© his underſtanding, and whoſe bowels are not in- 
© exorably ſhut, the plain ſtory of humble griefs 
© will be ſufficient to prove how neceſſary it is to 
protect by every poſſible means, the political 
© weakneſs of poverty, from the inſults, the out- 
© rages, and the cruel oppreſſion of the powerful 
© and the rich. If there be any claſs of men that 
© might with ſome degree of ſafety be left without 
© a voice in the government, it 1s the opulent; for 
© in all governments not abſolutely deſpotic, the 
© opulent are ſufficiently protected by their wealth.” 
We may, therefore, without preſumption, aſſume 


© it as a principle in a free ſtate, frft, that every 
© man ſhall be actually repreſented,” 


© Secondly, that all the members of the ſtate 
© ſhall have an equal vote in the election of their 
© repreſentaives; for the man that has not a vote, 
© 1s not repreſented at all; and if any man is per- 
© mitted to have more than one vote, then the 
© people are not fairly repreſented.” 


© Perhaps the parliamentary ſophiſt will ſtill 

© urge, that although the people be not really repre- 
© ſented in parliament, yet they are virtually repre- 
ſented there. But what avails to the people this 
ideal repreſentation, if they are not in practice 
| c really 


© of this virtual repreſentation ? 
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© really repreſented, bur neglected and betrayed by 
© thoſe who force themſelves upon them as their 
© repreſentatives, and tell them 'tis their charter ! 


And what is the meaning of the cant phraſe of 


© virtual repreſentation? It is that ſort of repre- 
* ſentation, we ſhall be told, by which Adam repre- 
© ſented the human race. And a very damnable 


* mode of repreſentation it was, as the event has 
© proved.” 


© But we appeal, ſay the borough-jobbers, we 
© appeal to the virtual effects of this repreſentation, 
© effects as ſalutary as the moſt equal repreſentation 
© could poſſibly produce. And what are the effects 
A venal parlia- 
ment, a corrupt ariſtocracy, an oppreſſed people, 
© But corruption, they reply, is an eſſential ingre- 
© dient of good government, and the accumulation 
© of taxes a ſtimulus to public induſtry. According 
© to this mode of reaſoning, diſeaſe is better than 
© health, vice 1s preferable to virtue, and flavery is 
© preferable to freedom. But if to increaſe the 
© neceſſity of labour; and to render mankind the 
© mere drudges of the ſtate, be the grand purpoſe 
© of government, why do they not introduce among 
© us that effectual ſtimulus to induſtry, we mean 
© the ſcourge, which they have dared to ſanction 
© againſt the backs of our fellow-creatures in an- 
© other quarter of the globe? Why do they not 
© by one bold blow add to the grand monoply of 
© the rich, the little remains of landed property 


© which the people are permitted to poſſeſs ? Why 
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do they not at once deprive us of that ſlender 
© portion which the progreſſive inroads of taxation 
© have not wreſted from our hands? They have 
© reduced us to the hard condition of daily la- 
© bourers: they have impoſed upon our necks the 
© cruel neceſſity of eternal toil; they have even 
© forced us to the contumelious condition of caterers 
© for their vices; they have compelled us to dig 
© from the very dunghill of their infamy, the means 
© of our ſubſiſtence.” 


To reconcile the poor to the evils which the 
vices of their rulers have involved them, a certain 
© Don Quixote of Deſpotiſm' has dared © to add 
© inſult to their miſery.” We are told by him, that 
© the people mult reſpect that property of which 
© they cannot partake. They muſt labour to ob- 
© tain what by labour they can obtain, and when 
© they find, as they commonly do, the ſucceſs diſ- 
© proportioned to their endeavour, they muſt be 
© taught their conſolation in the final proportion of 
© eternal juſtice *. 


O cruel and inhuman decree ! The great maſs 
of mankind muſt pine in perpetual indigence in 
© order that the unfceling few may wallow in 
© wealth. They muſt -pine, but they muſt not 
© mourn over their miſeries. They muſt endure 
© with patience the hard preſſure of accumulating 

© diſtreſs; but they muſt nor ſtir a finger to eaſe 


_ © Burke's Reflections on the French Revolution. 
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© the burthen that bows them down to the earth, 
© Their only conſolation ſhall be this, that in tome 
© future ſtate of things, their oppreſſors ſhall ſuffer 
© tenfold the pains which now they inflict, And 
© indeed, if mortal eye could penetrate the deep 
© miſts of futurity, if to mortal ear the voice of the 
© world to come could aſcend, if the ſpectres of 
© horror were viſible to our view, if we could hear 
© the dread warning of the bottomleſs abyſs, if w 

© ſaw the tyrant ſtretched upon the wheel, and 
© heard the ſhrieks of the ſycophant who had per- 
© yerted the gifts of eloquence to juſtify oppreſſion, 
© and. to extinguiſh the light of liberty in the ſoul, 
© then indeed we ſhould have an example that 
© would cauſe the oppreſſor to ſhrink from his 
© murderous meditation; a leſſon that would deter 
from purpoſed wrong the ſons of violence; the 
© lords of the earth would learn juſtice, and reve- 
© rerice the will of God. But far, alas! from hu- 
© man ken, are removed the decrees of fate! On 
© the dubious and fluctuating contemplation of fu- 
© turity, the thick clouds of darkneſs roll imper- 
© yious to the feeble ray of human wiſdom. The 
© timid and conſcientious multitude, amid the deep 
© miſt of uncertainty, diſcern forms of fear, and 
© menacing miniſters of wrath : but drunk with the 
© beverage of proſperity, the oppreſſors of the poor 
© ſay to themſelves, it is a tale of ignorance, the 
© crude: exhalation of a dream, which the firſt 
© beam of the morning will diſſipate, which the 
© dawn of reaſon chaſes from the mind. 
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Men can never acquire a conſciouſneſs of their 
own dignity unleſs they cultivate a ſpirit of inveſti- 
gation and enquiry; therefore, ro attain a ſenſe 
of their own importance, they ſhould embrace 
every thing which has a tendency to cheriſh and 
promote the acquiſition of knowledge ; which will 
not only qualify them to know that the miſeries 
© of the people have been invariably occaſioned by 
© the vices of their rulers,” but will alſo capacitate 
them to judge of the means beſt calculated to 
avert the calamities which will always reſult from 
public ignorance. 


To ſouls dignified with the love of freedom, 
and ennobled by that ſenſibility which conſiders 
their own happineſs involved in that of their fel- 
low-crearures, to them nothing can afford fo re- 
fined a gratification as to contribute towards re- 
moving every obſtacle which may occur to impede 
the progreſs of mankind in their purſuit of happi- 
neſs, which, as Mr. Pope beautifully expreſſes it, 
© 1s our being's end and aim.“ This is the motive 
which is the baſis of our Society; this the object 
which dictates our Addreſs, Declaration, and Reſo- 
lutions; in the purſuit of which we conſider it our 
duty neither to be enervated by commendation, 
nor intimidated by cenſure. 


And as a demonſtration of the neceſſity of a 
Parliamentary Reform, and the legality of our con- 
duct, we ſhall now cloſe our Addreſs with the fol- 
lowing extract: 


c Thatched 
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« Thatched Houſe Tavern, May 16, 1782. 


« AT a numerous and reſpectable Meeting of 
ce Members of Parliament, friendly to a Conſtitu- 


. Reformation, and of Members of ſeveral 


c Committees of Counties and Cities; 


PRESENT, 

« The Duke of Richmond The Hon. W. Pitt 
Lord Mahon The Rev. Mr. Wyville 

The Lord Mayer Major Cartwright 
Sir Watkin Lewes Mr. F. Horne Tooke 
Mr. Duncombe Alderman Wilkes 
Sir Cecil Wray Doctor Jeb 
Mr. B. Hollis Mr. Churchill 
Mr. Withers Mr. Froſt, 
&c. &c. &c. 


e That the motion of the Hon. W. Pitt, on the 7th 
ce inſt. for the appointment of a Commit ee of the Houſe 
« of Commons, to enquire into the ſtate of the Repre- 
& ſentation of the People of Great Britain, and to report the 
c the ſame to the Houſe, and alſo what ſteps it might be 
« neceſſary to take, having been defeated by a motion for 
* the order of the day, it is become indiſpenſably neceſſary 
that applications be made, in their reſpective diſtricts, 
<« requeſting a ſubſtantial reformation in the Commons 


_ « Houſe of Parliament, 


Reſolved unanimouſly, 

c“ That this Meeting, conſidering that a general appli- 
« cation to Parliament by the collective body of the people 
to the Houſe of Commons cannot be made before the 
te cloſe of the preſent ſeſſion, is of opinion that the ſenſe of 
the people ſhould be taken at ſuch times, as may be 
„ convenient during this ſummer, in order to lay their 
« ſeveral petitions before Parliament early in the next 
e ſeſſion, when their propoſals for a Parliamentary Re- 
« formation (without which neither the liberty of the na- 
< tion can be preſerved, nor the permanence of a wife and 
C virtuous adminiſtration can be ſecure) may receive that 
« ample and mature diſcuſſion, which ſo momentous a 
« queſtion demands.” 


End of the Addreſs. | 


Ya 


Declaration. 
© Ve declare, 


15 'Trar, in our opinion, every indi- 
vidual of mankind is born with a natural right to 
life, liberty, and property. 

2. That the aſſociating of many individuals 
into one collective body, is for the ſecurity, and 
not for the ſuppreſſion of natural rights. 

3. That the conſent of the people is the true 


origin, and the happineſs of all, the only worthy 


end of civil government, 

4. That there is in all ſtates impliedly, and in 
the Britiſh ſtate expreſsly, a mutual contract be- 
tween the governors and the governed, 

5. That, in the Britiſh ſtate, the contracting 


parties have agreed not to invade each other's 
rights. 

6. That one right of the people of Great-Bri- 
tain is, to make laws for their own government, 

7. That our anceſtors, in very remote times, 
uſed to make their own laws, and elect their own 
officers; and that in later times, every free man 
voted for repreſentatives in parliament, for it was 
only in the reign of Henry VI. that voting was re- 
ſtrained to freeholders of forty ſhillings a year. 

8. That the preſent ſtate of parliamentary re- 
preſentation is extremely defective, and ought to 
be reformed, 

9. That the Houſe of Commons have been 
manifeſtly under an improper influence from the 


B other 
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other two branches of the legiſlature, from which 
innumerable evils have ariſen to the country at 
large, as well as to the influencing parties them- 
ſelves; and that unleſs ſome wiſe and effectual 
meaſures be ſpeedily taken to reſtore the indpend- 
ence of that Houſe, by reforming the repreſen- 
tation, the country muſt be overwhelmed in ruin. 


Unanimous in theſe opinions, wwe declare, that 


the end we propoſe to obtain is a PARLIAMEN- 
TARY REFORM. 


The whole Houſe of Parliament conſiſts of 
King, Lords, and Commons; but our attention is 
wholly confined to the laſt, they being the repre- 
ſentatives of us.” 


In order, therefore, to obtain, as far as lies in 
us, this deſirable end, 


We unanimouſly reſolve, 


I. THAT we enter into a ſubſcription; and that our 
immediate object be the acquiſition and diſſemination of 
political knowledge. 

II. That we ſhall be happy in the communications of 
other Societies eſtabliſhed for the ſame purpoſe. 

III. That no perſon can be admitted into this Society, 
but ſuch as recognizes our principles by an unqualified 
aſſent to the Declaration, and pledges himſelf in like man- 
ner with us. : 

IV. That nothing but a fair, adequate, and annually 


renovated Repreſentation in Parliament, can enſure the 
freedom of this country, 


V. That 
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V. That we are fully convinced, a thorough Parlia- 
mentary Reform, would remove every grievance under 
which we labour. 


VI. That we will never give up the purſuit of ſuch 
Parliamentary Reform. 

VII. That if it be a part of the power of the king to 
declare war when and againſt whom he pleaſes, we are 
convinced that ſuch power, muſt have been granted to 
him under the condition, that it ſhould ever be ſubſer- 
vient to the national advantage. 

VIII: That the preſent war againſt France, and the 
exiſting alliance with the Germanic powers, ſo far as it re- 
lates to the proſecution of that war, has hitherto pro- 
duced, and is likely to grgd ut national ca- 
lamity, if not vie ru RA eee 

XI: That it appears to us, that the wars in which 
Great Britain has engaged, within the laſt hundred years, 
have coſt her upwards of THREE HUNDRED AND 
SEVENTY MILLIONS ! not to mention the private 
miſery occaſioned thereby, or the lives ſacrificed; there- 
fore it is a dreadful ſpeculation for the people of this 
country to look up to, that the cabinet has engaged in 
treaties with foreign princes, to be ſupplied with troops 
for a long period of years, and for purpoſes unknown to 
the people of England. 

X. That we are perſuaded the majority, if not the 
whole of thoſe wars, originated in cabinet intrigue, rather 
than in abſolute neceſſity. 

XI. That every nation has an unalienable right to 
chuſe the mode in which it will be governed; and that it 
is an act of tyranny and oppreſſion in any other nation to 
interfere with, or attempt to controul their choice. 

XII. That peace being the greateſt of bleſſings, ought 
to be ſought moſt diligently by every wiſe government, to 
be moſt joyfully accepted when reaſonably proftered, and 


to be concluded moſt ſpeedily when the object of the war 
is accompliſhed, 
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XIII. That we do exhort every well wiſher to his 
country, not to delay in improving himſelf in conſtitu- 
tiona] knowledge. 4 
XIV. That thoſe men who were the firſt to be ſeized 1 
with a panic, ſhould be the laſt whom prudence would / 
intruſt with the management of a war. 

XV. That Great-Britain is not Hanover ! 

XVI. That regarding union as indiſpenſibly neceſſary 
to enſure ſucceſs, we will endeavour to the utmoſt of our 
power, to unite more cloſely with every Political Society 
in the nation aſſociated upon the ſame principles with 
ourſelves. 


3 HN HARRISON, Preſident. 
-" . ARAB Secretary. 
| | WILLIAM COLTMAN, Treafurer. 


RULES 


Rules and Orders. 


THE great object of this Inſtitution being 
of the utmoſt importance to the People of Great Britain, 
individually, and in a particular manner to the middle 
and lower orders, it is not the immediate concern of one 
Town or County only, but of the whole Nation. The 
Members, therefore, of this Society, are ſeriouſly inclined, 
and firmly determined, to uſe their beſt endeavours in 
co-operating with their Fellow Citizens and Lovers ef 
their Country, in all parts of the Kingdom, in order to 
obtain a ſpeedy and effeftual Reform (by a removal of 
the abuſes) of Government, and the Reſtoration or 
Eſtabliſpment of our natural and juſt rights, an equal 
Repreſentation of the People in Parliament. 


And as our efforts will, to the beſt of our abilities, 
be applied to the ſole purpoſe of obtaining juſtice for 
ourſelves and Fellow Citizens, it is conſiſtent that we 
be juſt ourſekves ; for theſe reaſons, and for the entire 
purpoſe of preſerving peace, regularity, and good order, 
throughout the whole body of this numerous and in- 
creaſing Society, the following Rules and Orders were 


adopted by the Committee, and approved of by the So- 
ciety at large! 


1 3 RULF. 
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RULE I. 

THAT the number of members be unlimited, 
and that no perſon be admitted as a member thereof, but 
ſuch whoſe ſentiments and conduct agrees to, and corre- 
ſponds with the ſolemn Declaration contained in our 
printed Addreſs to the Peeple, a copy of which muſt be 
read, or delivered to every perſon at his admittance. 
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f 1 
! If That at each of the Circular, and General Meetings, 
10 one or more proper perſons be appointed as door-keepers, 
I to inſpect the tickets, and to receive ſuch contributions as 
It may be neceſſary to defray the expence of the room (or 
1 the reckoning, if at a public houſe) ſuch contribution not 
Wl [| to exceed three-pence for each member. 


it III. 

Ul! That no perſon be admitted into any of the Circular 
i Meetings, but ſuch who ſhall produce a ticket, or ſuch as 
| do receive one at their entrance, for which they ſhall pay 
In ſix-pence; and that each member be duly entered, his 
name, reſidence, and number of his ticket; a fair copy of 
which, to be delivered to the Secretary, on, or before the 
next enſuing Committee Meeting: 


IV. 
That a judicious perſon be appointed at each Meeting, 
by the members then met, to preſide as Chairman, and 


that particular and due attention be paid to his calling to 
order, 


V. 

That if any argument or debate take place, which 
tends to diſturb and diſorder the Meeting, if, after order is 
called for by the Chairman, any perſon or perſons, do ſtill 
perſiſt in ſupport of ſuch argument or debate, contrary to 

| good 


E 


good order, he, or they, ſhall be deemed diſorderly and 
ungovernable, and ſhall be ordered to withdraw. 


VI. 


That no perſon being intoxicated with liquor, ſhall be 
admitted at the time, either into the Society as a member, 
or into any meeting of the members of this Society. 


VII. 


Liberty is allowed by this article, to any perſon who 
may rather chuſe to deliver his ſentiments in writing, to 
read it publicly in the meeting (provided the Chairman 
and Secretary are previouſly acquainted therewith, and 
their approbation be firſt obtained) and that ſuch declara- 
tion after being publicly read in the Meeting, be delivered 
to the Secretary to be filed, 


VIII. 


That when any one perſon is upon his feet, either 
reading or otherwiſe publiely addreſſing himſelf, in the 
Meeting, no other perſon ſhall be permitted to ſtand up 
and ſpeak, or otherwiſe diſturb and render confuſion, until 
ſuch perſon ſhall have read or delivered what he was 
about, or until order is called ior by the Chairman, 


IX. 

That proper minutes be made, and regularly entered, 
at each Meeting, of all the proceedings and reſolutions of 
ſuch matters as the Meetings may judge neceſſary to be 
reported to the Select Committee, for the better informa- 
tion of this Society, and for the inercaſe of knowledge 


amongſt every degree of our Fellow Citizens throughout 
this nation, 


X. 
The mode of chuſing or electing the General and Select 
Committee, &c. ſubject to ſuch further regulations, as 
B 4 a majority 
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a majority of the members may in future think proper 
to adopt. 


That the number of Delegates, or General Committee- 
men, from each Circular Meeting, ſhall be proportioned 
to the number of members who do regularly attend at 
each reſpective Meeting, viz. Every ten members through- 
out the whole ſhall appoint and delegate one General 
Commitee-man; and therefore any one Meeting conſiſt- 
ing of ten members, ſhall ſend one; if twenty, it ſends 
two; if thirty, three, &c. but if any one meeting do not 
contain ten members, it ſhall ſend one notwithſtanding, — 
The General Committee to meet once a month, and con- 
tinue in office three months; the General Committee, 
being thus choſen and elected by the whole body, are by 
them directed and authorized, to chuſe and elect the Se- 
let 'Committee from among themſelves, when met, in 


ſuch a manner and proportion as they think moſt proper: 


and the faid Select Committee, are in the name of the 
whole to act and tranſact the buſineſs of this Society to 
the beſt of their judgments; to act in conjunction with 
the General Committee, at their monthly meeting, and ta 
continue in office three months, 


XI. 

That every member who may be choſen, and accept 
the appointment either as a Deputy, Committee-man, or 
any other office, is by order of this Society, enjoined to at- 
tend regularly the Committee, and other Meetings, while 
in office; and to execute his deputation agreeable to his 
appointment; ſor every omiſſion of ſuch attendance, he 
ſhall forfeit and pay two-pence into the hands of the trea- 
ſurer, for the common-ſtock ; unleſs he produce a ſatis- 
factory reaſon for ſuch neglect, to a majority of the Com- 
mittee-members when met; on refuſing to pay ſuch for- 


feit, or rendering a ſatisfactory reaſon, to be diſcharged, 
and another choſen in his place, 


XII. 
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XII. 

That the twelve Aſſociating Members, and Friends of 
this Society, whoſe names are entered, and who are ac- 
cepted members of the Society for Conſtitutional Informa- 
tion in London, are by this Society expected to attend re- 
gularly, and to act in conjunction with the Select Com- 
mittee, and to communicate to them every information in 
their power. Their frequent inattention to this injunc- 
tion will be noticed by this Society as a wilful neglect of 
their duty, and will be cenſured accordingly. 


XIII. 


Malters of Complaint or Accuſation. 

That if any one, or more members of this Society, 
ſhall have any complaint or accuſation againſt any one or 
more members, of acting, or holding forth principles con- 
trary to the rules and orders, or the peaceable principles 
held forth by this Society; ſuch complaint or accuſation 
ſhall be fairly ſtated in writing, and by the accuſer or ac- 
cuſers, delivered to the Chairman of that meeting where 
the accuſed do uſually attend, and the Chairman ſhall read 
it publicly in the meeting; if the majority of that meeting 
ſhall deem it inadmiſſible and groundleſs, they are hereby 
authorized to reprimand the accuſer or accuſers, and upon 
his or their making a proper acknowledgment of their error, 
the matter to ſubſide; but on refuſal to comply herewith, 
or that the majority of the ſaid meeting ſhall deem it ad- 
miſſible, and that there is ſufficient matter to ground the 
charge upon, the Commitiee- members from that meeting, 
ſhall bring the report of the ſaid meeting in writing, ſigned 
by ſix members, together with the written accufation, to 
the Select Committee; if the buſineſs appear to them 
ſmall and trivial, and both parties will amicably agree to 
ſettle the controverſy, as adviſed by the Sclect Committee, 
then to be dropt; but if that Committee apprehend the 
buſineſs to be of ſuch a ſerious nature as to operate to the 


injury 
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injury of the Society, or any individual thereof, or to the 
cauſe they are engaged in, it ſhall be referred to the judg- 
ment of the General Committee; and their determination 


ſhall be final, and the guilty party ſhall be expelled this 
Society, 


XIV. 


That a Treaſurer and a Secretary be appointed and 
authorized by the Select Committee; to whom they ſhall 


be reſponſible for the truſt repoſed in them; and the ac- 
counts to be ſettled every three months, 


XV. 

T hat the Secretary be requeſted and empowered by the 
Committee to correſpond as occaſion requires, with eve 
other ſimilar inſtitution in this kingdom, after manifeſting 
his intention to the Committee, ſhewing his production 
and receiving their inſtructions accordingly. 
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A 


Letter to the Engliſh Mation, 
Repreſenting ome 
LEADING OCCURRENCES 
In the Conduct of Europe fince the Revolution of 
France, in 1789. 
AND A 


Few Ideas which naturally preſent themſelves on 
contemplating the preſent War. 


BY A MEMBER OF THE COVENTRY CON- 
STITUTIONAL SOCIETY, 


% War has its laws, and ought to be conducted conſiſtent with the 
univerſal intereſt of man. Thoſe may juſtly be purſued as enemies to 
the community of Nature, who ſuffer hoſtility to vacate the unalterable 
laws of right, and purſue their private advantage by means, which if 
once eſtabliſhed, muſt deſtroy kindneſs, cut off from every man all 
A aſſiſtance from another, and fill the world with 3 
luſpicion, and implacable malevolence.“ h Fohwſon. 
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A Letter, &c. 


Whoever contemplates with a philanthropic 
mind the preſent war, muſt feel the moſt poignant 
emotions of ſorrow at the miſery and deſtruction 
occaſioned thereby. Let us take a view of France 
when monarchy ſolely held the helm of ſtate, and 
mercileſs tyranny oppreſſed the land; when inſult- 
ing power intruded its ſpies into every company, 
and marked with jealouſy and impertinence the 
buſineſs and even converſation of ſtrangers. This 
government, ever reſtleſs, when an opportunity 
preſented itſelf of injuring the trade and welfare of 
Great Britain, was our moſt mortal and formidable 
enemy, Whatever injuſtice there might be in the 
late melancholy war with America, the conduct of 
the old government of France, at that time, muſt 
have convinced every man of its hoſtile intentions 
towards us; ſending a reſpectable. army to the 
aſſiſtance of thoſe whom we then deemed rebels; 
moleſting our commerce by ſea, and threatening 
our poſſeſſions in the Weſt Indies, ſufficiently 
evinced the jealous hatred ſhe bore to us. By a great 
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and aſtoniſhing revolution, we have ſeen this wicked 


and deſpicable government overturned, and a con- 
ſtitution like our own eſtabliſhed. 


Engliſhmen read with pleaſure and avidity, ac- 
counts of the deſtruction of the Baſtile, and aboli- 
tion of letters de catchet ; and the recital of baniſh- 
ed deſpotiſm made every heart which glowed with 
the ſacred flame of freedom, leap for joy. 


This was the ſtate of the revolution at this time. 
But the ambitious ſpirit of Louis or Antionette, 
ſoon put a different aſpect upon the face of affairs. 
After exerciſing the deſpot for a ſeries of years, 
their high notions of inherent ſuperiority and here- 
ditary right, could not brook the idea of the /ove- 
reignty of the people. They break through every 
obligation human and divine, concert ſchemes with 
the emperor of Germany, to overturn the infant 
liberties of France, and overwhelm in one general 
ruin, its virtuous and philanthropic authors.—For 
this purpoſe, they carry on a clandeſtine correſpond- 
ence with the emperor, furniſh him with money to 
invade the country and deſtroy the people, over 
whom he has ſworn to watch with parental care, — 
He attempts an eſcape; is diſcovered, arreſted, and 
brought back to Paris. We ſhall paſs by his other 
acts of treachery and cruelty as not applicable here. 
France thus betrayed by her monarch—threatened 
and inſulted by Germany, act like men fired anew 
by the regenerating hand of freedom, and endeavour 

by 
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„ 
by ſtriking the firſt blow, at once to prevent an in- 
vaſion, and reſent an inſult. 


My fellow-countrymen ! How ſhould we have 
acted in the fame circumſtances? Could we bear 


to be menaced by a neighbouring deſpot ? Would 


Britannia's courageous ſons ſuffer ſuch affronts 
without feeling an inclination to correct them ?— 
Surely not ; though reduced to this ſtate of torpi- 
dity in which the nation is now involved, methinks 
one menace, one inſult, would rekindle all our na- 
tive love of freedom. France, for a long time, 
was victorious; we have ſeen her chace from her 
territories a ſanguinary and vaunting miſcreant, 
whoſe one-day's cruel manifeſto, and the next day's 
cowardly flight, will ever render his name con- 
temptible. Since that time, powerful nations have 
combined againſt them. Encompaſſed with ene- 
mies on all ſides, we cannot wonder to ſee them 
treat internal factions with little ceremony, and 
oreat ſeverity. Deſperate circumſtances called for 
violent meaſures ; repeated trials convinced them 
that Louis was a ſpy upon their actions; his con- 
duct ſo irritated the populace, that his death be- 


came the only means by which they could be pa- 
cified, 


The little ceremony ſhewn to royalty, alarmed 
the European monarchs, who have found means to 
draw England into this general vortex of ſlaughter. 
But why ſhould we fight to revenge the death of 


an 
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an implacable enemy? Why ſhould England fa- 
crifice her precious ſons to bring to puniſhment 
the murderers of a man, who ever regarded us 
with an eye of jealouſy and hatred? Let the con- 
tinental deſpots chain thoſe lions which their own 
wicked pride has driven mad. Until France was 
driven to extremities, France was moderate ; but 
infernal pride has driven them to deſpair, and in- 
duced them, in ſome degree, to overſtep the 
bounds of prudence. If it be urged, that we fight 
to protect our allies: that protection is already 
given: for the French are driven within their own 
frontier, and neither in a condition or ſpirit to over- 
ſtep it again. If it be aſked, who muſt we treat 
with? I would quote the reply of a patriotic lord, 
and ſay, © We may ſurely find men to treat with, 
« where we find armies to fight with.” When we 
have waſted years, ſpent millions, and ſacrificed 
thouſands, negociation mult terminate the quarrel, 
for it appears very improbable that we can kill 
Frenchmen until they become moderate. We 
© conjure you, therefore, by the affection you bear to 
© freedom, by your anxious regard for your off- 
© ſpring, and the rights of all mankind, never to 
© recede or ſlacken, but ever to proportion your re- 
© ſolution to the danger of the times, and by a 
© ſteady perſeverance, to adopt ſuch meaſures as 
* muſt remove this heavy grievance.” 


We do not wiſh, our countrymen, to take any 
ſteps calculated in the leaſt to diſturb the national 


repoſe, 
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repoſe, but exhort all, to behave and ſpeak, in ſuch 


a manner, as to convince our fellow- citizens, that 


we intend no riot or plunder ; theſe things we know, 
ought and muſt be puniſhed by conſtitutional means. 


But requeſt all to conſider the preſent alarming 
crifis, and to take ſuch means as peace and law 
put into their hands, to ſhew their diſapprobation 
of a war fo replete with miſchief. 


I pray the Omnipotent Diſpoſer of all events, 
to direct to ſuch means as may beſt accord with 
his glory, to give to all nations ſpeedy and Om” 
manent peace, unity and love. 


A. 
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